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together with the Converſation the Author had with bim as he. * 10 1 
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For he hath looked down from the height of his ſanQuary : From heaven did the 
Lok D behold the earth: 9 | | 
To hear the groaning of the priſoner, to looſe thoſe who are appointed to death. 


| HE youth on whoſe account I have choſen this paſſage, for the laſt time 
: appears in this aſſembly, Before we ſhall! meet here again for public 
worſhip he will be numbered with the dead: That body now bound ia 
chains, will be committed to the duſt, and his immortal ſpirit have paſſed to 
the throng of Gop, to receive an irrevocable ſentence, This circumflance 
cannot fail of promoting an uncommon ſolemnity through this great coogrega- 
tion, and of exciting compaſſion towards the priſoner in every humene breaſt, 
A ſmile on any countenance on this occaſion, will be looked upon as an evi- 
"dence of a want of humanity. And [I take it for 1 that thoſe of you 
who have believed in JEsus, who know the conſolations which his religion 


affords, and are acquainted with the value of an immortal ſoul, will aſſiſt the 


Preacher by your prayers ; that the word may be ſpoken as becomes the ora- 
cles of Gop, and prove of infinite advantage to the multitude, and eſpecial! 

to this poor young man. If ever plainneſs, zeal, and.an artleſs addreſs were neceſ- 
fary, it is now; when, amidſt a crowd of dying „there is one, who knows 
not only the day, but the hour, yea minute of his diſſolution. In ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, where ſhall ſupport be found ? Only, my brethreo, in the religion of the 
bible; which amply declares the grace and condeſcenſion of Jehovah, who 
Jooked down from the height of his ſanfuary : From Bead en did the Lok p bebeld the 
earth,to he ar the groaning of the priſoner, to loo/e thoſe who are appointed to death. 


The very title of this pſalm diſcovers its ſuitableneſs to the preſent occaſion 2 


It is ſaid to be, a prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and pour- 
eth out his ſoul before the Logo.” We may well ſuppoſe that this unhappy 
d, never knew before ſuch an afflidtion as the preſent; which he hath indeed 

rought upon himſelf, by repeated inſtances of theft and r1@bbety : Vet is he the 
object of our pity and prayers, and may be the ſubjeR of the free forgiveneſs 
of God in CRI H; ſeeing the abounding of fin has been exceeded by the ſuper- 


abundance of divine grace. And admitting that the priſoner has a juſt ſenſe of. 


his guilty condition before Gob, he will paſſionately adopt the language of the 
context, Hear my prayer, O LorD, and let my cry come unto thee, Hide no! thy face 


from me in the day when Jam in trouble, incline thine ear unto me. My beart is ſmit- 


ten, and withered like graſi, ſo that J forget to cal my brear, &c. 
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| =: Kindneſs of the Lon p, who will regard the prayer of the deſtitute, and no! deſpiſe their 
+ prayer. This, ſays he, ſhall he written for the generation to come; and the people 
| auh Hall be created, foall praiſe the Lox vp. Meaning that Gop's readineſs to 
£2 + hear the cries of his people, = be duly remembered ; and that all ſuch as 


% 


* 
: 
. 


Are created anew in CRRIS T 
| condeſceaſion. And in the text he enlarges on the ſame ſubject, which he had 
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had ches deferibed the caſe of the afiQed, he briogs to | 
romfortable confiderations ; ſuck ac the eternity and 


— 


E sus, ſhall praiſe him for this inſtance of his 


mentioned v. 17, in order to ſhew that the Logo is fo far from diſregarding 


_ the preyer of the deſtitute, that he liſtens attentively to their ery, and will grant 


deliverance. The Loa p takes a general notice of the earth and its inhabitants, 


baut is particularly attentive to the mourning of Ephraim ; or to the afflicted 


ſtate of his people: For the comfort of ſuch the text is evidently deſigned. In 
the following part of the diſcourſe I ſhall not ſtrictly confine myſelf io the pri- 
mary ſenſe of the paſſage ; but expect your indulgence, while I introduce ſuch 
refleftioas-as may be pertinent to this ſolemn ſcenc. And, eg, 
J. Let us attend to the inſtance of complicated affliction, deſcribed by the 
ſtrong terms, the groaning of the priſoner, and thoſe appointed to death. | 
II. The truths which are here recorded for the ſupport of ſuch, The Lox o 
Eseholdeub the earth, &c. | | _ | 
I. The inſtance of keen diſtreſs deſcribed by the Pſalmift. * 
David, as o e obſerves on the place, has a particular reſpect to the condition 
of be:ievers under perſecuting princes; by whom many have been impriſoned, 


and put to death, for their attachment to the Lox b, and to the teſtimony of Ex- 
s Us: Who, according to both ſacred and profane hiſtory, have been ſenſibly 


ſupported, and have thereby triumphed gloriouſly, to the confoſion of their 
enemies. But there are different ſenſes, in which it may be ſaid that man- 
kind are pri/oners, and appointed to death. 88 | 
1. This, O Anes, is your unhappy caſe in a literal ſeuſe. You have been tri- 
ed by the law of your country, found guilty, received ſentence of death, and are 
now waiting in cloſe impriſonment, the day of your execution. In this view 
1311 condition is gloomy ; my foul feels for you; and the crowd who bee 
old you, evidently diſcover their ſympathy with you. | 
2. Bat there is a more awf i] ſenſe, in which it may be ſaid, that you, an 
all mankind 47 fnners are priſoners, and appointed to death; I mean as 7ran/+ 
grefſors of the law of God, bolden by the cords of iniquity, and led captive by the 


« 


devil at his will. 


When Jznovan created man, he gave him a law to be the rule of his 


temper and conduct; the requiſition of which was perfect conformity: Which 


conformity involved the tempers of the heart, and the actions of the life. To 
this law were annexed rewards and puniſhments. He who doth che things re- 
; ſhall live by them; but he who fails in a ſingle inſtance ſhall. be con- 
iemned. However ſome may trifle with the extent and ſpirituality of the di- 
vine law, it is as true as God's exiſtence, that he avbs LOOKETH ON A woman 
10 +. after her, hath committed adultery already with ber I&x aus HEART.“ A 
luſtful look, obſerve, is heart adultery. Hence ſaid Paul, I had not known Inft, 
except the lazy had ſaid, Thow ſhalt not cover. If we admit the truth of revela- 


tion, we ſhall find no method of evading this plain, but awful concluſion, that 


the law of God is exceeding. broad, reaching to, and condemning for the irregu- 


larities, or fins of our hearts : And that too, not only for many inftances of 


Q 


Matt. v. 28. | t Rom. vii, 7. 


And this circumſtance eſſentially diſtinguiſhes the divine from» buman law. 
The latter can never accaſe us for wrong tempers, but only for actions: The 
former have as much to do with diſpoſitions of the heart, as with any external 
behavior. And thus it is right it ſhould be; thus it nuf be, if we admit that 
the law of Gop is the tranſcript of his own nature; and that he as ſurely; re» 
quires truth in the inward part, as that we ſhould obey him in our lives. This 
we cannot poflibty deny, while we coafider that the infinite Gop is of pures 
eyes, than ro behold evil with the leaſt approbation : It is the thing wy ſoul 
hateth. And he is ſaid o #hrow our thoughts afar ol... WEL 
Thus it appears chat ail mankind are-thut up under the law, to the curſe of 
which they are-moſt righteouſly expoſed; For all ba ve finned, aud come ſhort of: 
the glory of Gov. | | | | \ 

Beſides their · unhappy caſe on the preceding account, they are Baden by the 
cords of their iniquities. Scripture and experience unite to convince us, that fin 
has dominion over the ſons of Adam. Hence it is that they go aſtray as ſooa 
they are born, ſpeaking lies. The power of ſin over the fallen race is molt 
manifeſt in-its anizer/al prevalence. In every age, and in every couniry, vice 


has prevailed ; while but a few have appeared to be under the influence of 


right tempers. FFF 
The ſacred oracles repeatedly aſſure us of this truth; and it is the plaia 
meaning of the Prophet's words.'4 Can the Ethiopean change his Ain, or the 
leopard bis ſpats ? Then nay ye alſo do good, who are accuſtomed to do cuil. The 
former is naturally im poſſible, aud the latter morally ſo ; becauſe the principle 
of ſia has ſuch power over the minds of men that they love it, and after it 
they will go, 
following reſpet, wiz. when conſcience has been alarmed, and the ſinner 
obliged, in order to quiet its elamors, to make the moſt ſolemn. reſolutions 
againſt his former conduct; he has no ſooner met with a temptation: to the ſame 
iniquity, than he hath complied wich it. Such power has fin had over him, 
that he hath many times fioned againſt the light of his own conſcience, and 


all his ſolema reſolutions. | 


This powerful principle of indwelling fin, is repreſented by an inſpired 
Apoſtle, in the following terms; & /aw in the memberi—the old man—the body 
4 death, And I may ſafely affirm, that the experience of all reai believers has 

een the ſame with St. Paul's in this matter, They feel that. ſin has the 
Force of a law ; and that they are too often led into captivity by it, to their 
own unſpeakable ſorrow. | | | 
The exiſtence of this powerful principle in the minds of believers, is the 
1 9 1 5 | Sn | great 


| Ko Gal. lil, 10. 5 7 Jan. ii. 10. 1 Ver. 11. $ Jer. xi. 23. 
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ſtand condemned by it, for thinking evil, as well as for committing it openly; 


— 


This ſhocking truth has been experienced by many, ia ne 


5 1. 


rest c2uſe of that ſpiritual warfare which they are daily carrying on, and of 
which they abundantly complain. In fact, while the chriſtian is at home is the 


body he is in a Rate of impriſonment ; he groans earneſily 'for deliverance, 


hor will he ever be ſatisfied until he awakes in the image of his Gop, 


No the preat difference between the believer and the uabeliever in this 
= matter is, that the former feels and laments his body of ſin, and oppoſes it: 
I be latter is in love with fin, and cemplies with its dictates. He yields to 
its power to his own ruin; ualeſs the arm of the Log is revealed to ſlay. 


| his enmity, and deliver him from the law io his members. 1 

To which ] add, as that which compietes the ſinnet's ſad condition, that he 
is led captive by the devil at bis will. * Who is ſaid to walk about like a roaring 
lion, ſeching whom be may devour. F And to work in the children of diſobedience, 
with this malevolent intention, even 10 blind their minds, left rhe light of the 


glorious goſpel of CHRIST, who is the image of GoD, ſhould ſhine unto them. x 


Nor will he ever releaſe the captive, until he who is ſtronger than the ſtrong 
man armed, thall appear to diſpoſſeſs him. - | | 


In thus repreſenting mavkind, I am fully authorized by the oracles of Gop ; 


at preſent it may ſufice to mention /. lxi. 1, where the Piophet deſcribes the 


office of CHRIST in the fol.owing manner: The ſpirit of the Lord GOD 7s 
upon me, becaue the LORD bath anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek— 


to: proclaim liberty to the captives, and the OPENING OF THk PRISON 10 them 


aue are bound, In theſe words ſinners, while in unbelief, are conſidered as. 


bound in priſon. 
Ide ſame perſons are appointed to death. 


1. To the death of the body. The original threatning was, In the day thou eateſt. 


thertef, thou ſhalt ſurely die; which has been verified from aa to Maſes, and 
from Mo/es to this time, in the dreadful hayoc which death hath made among 
the inhabitants of the world. The Fathers, where are they! and the Prophets, do 
' they live forever ? No, they have ſeen corruption ; and ſo muſt we who now 
appear in this houſe. That youth is not the only one amongit us, appointed to 


death. We are all ro die; though not in the ſame ig nomi nious way with him. 


But death ſimply conſidered is of ſmall conſequence : It is ſin that gives 
| death his ſting, and makes the guilty tremble, when he anticipates his ap- 

pearance before God the Judge of all. For tuch are, 1 
2. Appointed to an eternal death, provided they ſhould abide in a Nate of 


adbeief. For all who aie under theilaw are under the curſe ; and the curſe of 


the law is nothing leſs than an everlaiting baniſhment from the preſence of 


Goo; and a being ſhut up forever with infernal ſpirits! _ e 
No ſooner does the ſinner become ſeuſible, that he is in this condition, ſhut 
up under the law, under the dominion of fin, led captive by ſatan, and morally 


incapable of delivering himſeif ; than he breathes out his ſoul before Goo, 
with, Moe is me for I am unden. Lok D. fhouldeſt thou be firi to mark iniquityy 


who could land ? This conviction of gojit will make the priſoner groan ; for 
a wounded ſpirit who can bear? Io this reſpeR, the heart knoweth its own 
bitterneſs; bitterneſs it is emphatically, for any ſinner to feel the law coming 
home to his conſcience, in its extent and ſpirituality, by which is the know- 
ledge of lin ; and at the ſame time have no juit apprehenſion of the atone - 
ment; or the one glorious and efficacious ſacrifice for fin, ChRIST Jasus, 
Diſtreis like this ke never knew. before 3 nor could he form any proper idea 
of it: For now the commandment comes, fin revives, and he dies. _ ö 

| | | A 
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We have this eonviction of ſin exemplified, and the uneafineſs of mind 


which reſults from it, in the conduct of the three thouſand, the jailor, We. 
Who no ſooner ſaw what they were, than they cried out, hat Pall we do ? 
Which iatroduces the „ 
IId Thing propoſed. To conſider the truths which alone are calculated to 


comfort thoſe who are in this ſituation. He looked down from the beighth of 


his ſanAuary ; from heaven did the Lox o behold the earth: To hear the groan- 
ing of the priſoner, to looſe thoſe who are appointed to death. wu 

The Lon p is ſaid to bebold the earch. Earth here, by a figure, is put for its 
inhabitants, whom the Lox p continually obſerves. Though he poſſeſſes in- 
finite perfection, and would haye been eternally happy in the enjoy ment of 
himſelf, if there had never been either angels or mea ; yet he condeſcends to 
behold human affairs. The creatures of his power are, and'ever will be the 
ſubjects of his laws. Theſe laws men have broken, and by ſo doing have en- 
tirely cut themſelves off from any claim onGop. Yet has he, moved ſolely by 
his own unmerited love, and a ſupreme regard to the diſplay of his glory, ad- 
juſted a way of deliverance for the guilty, conſiſtent with all the pet fections 
of his nature. And in the fulneſs of time be /ent forth his Son, made of a wo- 
| man.—Go /o loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him might not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Herein is the love 
of Gop manifeſted ; and by this aſtonilhing act of grace, it is apparent that 
he beholds the earth. | J | | 2 

Jas us Cnalsr, who was in the boſom of the Father before time, upon 
his incarnation, proceeded with unremitting diligence to make an end of fin, 
and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs. Lo accompliſh which he was made 
under the law, obeyed its precepts, and endured its penalty in the behalf of 
his people. He died, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to Gov. + 
And now through him, all who believe are juſlified from all things, from which 
' they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. : Ks, 


This is the only truth that can give relief to a perſon under a full view of 


his guilt and miſery : And by it all gal believers are enabled to rejoice ; ac- 


counting all things but loſs, for the Excellency of the knowledge of CnAIsTC 


Iss us the Logo. | 15 R | 
I might obſerve that the Log o beholds the earth in a way of providence, to 
hear the groaning of the priſoner, Ec. Thus in the caſe of Fo/eph, when his bre- 
thren had determined to take bis life; the Logo interpoſed, and delivered him 
from their cruel deſigns. Thus it was in the deliverance of David from the 
repeated attempts of Saul to kill him. —Alfo in looſing Jeremiah when caſt 
into a dirty dungeon, for his fidelity in delivering the Lox 0's meſſage :—And 
in the remarkable inſtance of Peter, to whom the doors and gates opened of 
their own accord: In theſe inſtances, and many others of a like nature, we 
have the text exemplified, that the Lox p heareth the groaning of the priſoner and 
legſerb thoſe who are appointed to death. But I ſhall rather endeavor to accommo- 
date this part of the text, to what hath been already ſaid, relative to a finger, 
His being ſhut up under the law, fin and ſatav. Who, ſenſible of his condition, 
or fully convinced that he is juſtly appointed to eternal death, groans out hig 
ſoul before Gods. | | | | | 
The truth which only can relieve him, as juſt ſuggeſted, is the completeneſs 
of redemption in CnRIST, who is the end of the law for righteouſne/+ to 
very ons who belicveth, 5 Here it is of great importance for us to _— 
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being looſed from his former onhappy ſlave? —  _ 


1 2 1 


\ 


. How the oxy looſeth thoſe bo in his reſpe& are appointed to die; 


2. What are the effects of their being ſet at liberty. 


1g. How doth the Lon o looſe thoſe who are appointed\to dearh ? Senfible of N 


their true condition, they ſtand condemaed before God, crying gui ty, guilty. 


- They kave no recommending qualifications ; no appendages to their charac- 
ters which tecommend thecf as objects of the divine favor. Gop appears à ſo. 
| vereigy, and his grace free; having mercy on whom he will have mercy : 


And the perſon's ſenſe of his condition mekes him cry, Lorne be merciful ts 
me a fixner ; But Gop is juſt whether he ſaves or rejects him, © A 


True queſtios ſtill returns, How is he delivered from this wretched condition? 
T anſwer, by the TRUTH BELIEVED. ., The.ioſpired writers, by way of em 


phaſis, difiinguiſh the doctrine af atonement by this phreſe, the truth. Thus 
the author of the epiſtle to the Hebreus + For if aue fin auilfully after that aur 
gave received the knowledge of THE TRUTH, there remainei h unc more Jacrifiee for 


fins, &c. That is, if we reject the doctrine on which he 1eafons in the context, - 


and comprehends in ver. 14. For by one offering he hath perfebied forever them 
avho are ſandtified, we cannot be ſaved ; becauſe CHRIST hath ence Juffered, 


and there will be no other ſacrifice but his; no other CHrIsT to die. 


The word truth is often uſed as a general term, including tue whole goſpel 


of ſalvation ; or the complete character of Iss CHRIST. And whenever 


it is ſpoken of as connected with eternal lite, it involves the propitiation of 


CarisT, or his one ccmplete ſacrifice for fin, 1 + 
As this truth is the ground of the ficrer's hope, or cauſe of rejoicing ; it muſt 
be obſerved, that the truth muſt be Aeliewed, or known, in order to preſent 
peace and future happineſs, Hence ſays CyrIsT, Ye all know the truth, and 
the truth, thus known, Hall ou free. * This ſentiment is of great impor» 
tance, aud repeatedly urged by the Inſpired writers, Accordingly when CHAIST 
gave the commiſſion 10 his miniſters, this was a part of it, Preach the gelbe! 
be who belicveth—/hall be ſaved. CHRIST is the end of the law tor right ouſ. 
neſs only to them who believe. Ard this is the invariable tenor of the word 
of Gop. The truth is the ground of hope, as it reveals a dompleie redemp- 
tion; ard it is by faith that we underſtand its glory and — de- 
rive peace from it. Believing, ye rejoice, &ce. | a 
Ins a word then, the ſinner is relieved from his Foe fo of guilt, by the 
truth which he is enabled o believe; by which he is Tully convinced of the 
glory of the perſoa of Jzsvs, and the fulneſs of grace in him: And he now 
ſees that Gov is juſt, and the juftifier of them who believe ia CHR1sT ; be- 
cauſe he hath brought in ever/afiing rig hreow/ne/3, which is unto all, and upon all 
them who believe. +4 | : 55 e 
Here a very intereſting enquiry ariſes ; viz, ' 5 e irh 
2. What follows a real belief of the tuch as it is in Jesus ; or the finner's 


(i) That pleaſiag view which the perſon has when brought to believe, 


the exce)lency of Jes vs, and the infinite ſufficiency of his merits, is attended 
with the higheft approbation of him, and an immediate flight to him. He ap- 
; "pears to fuck à ſoul, to be infinitely deſerving of: tupreme affeQion, on ace 


count of his eſſential glory: Or as being the brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
and expreſs image of his perſon. To ſuch an one he is altogether lovely, and 
the chiefelt amongſt ten thouſand. [374 K. 555 


* Jobn viii. 32. 
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At the ſame time the ſinner has ſuch ao apprehenſion of his complete redemp- 


tion, that he flies to him, and truſts his immortal all io his hands, However 
his ſias may riſe liue mouatains, or appear to reach tothe clouds; be is made 
to know that are fin hath abounded, grace hath much more abounded. Aud 
that it-35'a faithful ſaying, that CHRIST JESUS came into the world to ſave 
the chief of ſianers. On him with all his guilt, he teſts; fully perſuaded 
that if Gop' ſhould be ſtrict ro mark iniquity, he could not ſtand: But that 
mere is forgiveneſs with biw, that he may be feared, © 5 n $6 OS 


(2.) He whom the Lon d delivers from ſiritual bondage, immediately op- 
on believing, is ſet at liberty from that load of guilt, which lay upon his tonſtience 
and he pales at once into a late of joy and peace. This event is n4t progieſſive; 
or brought about gradually; but takes place at the very time, when the ſoul be- 
lieves in ISS. For the truth of this remark, I appealto' believers of every de- 
nomination. When you were ſer at liberty, my brethren, from the diſtreſs of 
a. guilty conſcience, was it not by a diſcovery made to your minds, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, of the conſiſtency and ſufficiency of ſalvation by CHAIsTY T Did not 
the belief of that truth at once calm your minds, and lead you to rejoice id the 
only begotten Son of Gop ? And have you not always found, in your life of 
faith, that your comfort only can ſpring-from /ooking to Jes us ? By whom the 
law is magnified, and made hohorable ; and in whom all the heirs of promiſe 
are complete. 1 5 . | e 


This ſentiment is abundantly taug}+ us in the holy ſcriptures. Thus ac-. 
; cording to the words of CuRIs T, Which,.were nationed before—7oy all 
know the truth, and the truth thus known, yea, and as ſoon as it is known, 
ſhall make you free. The ſpiritual freedom takes place in a degree at the inſtant 
that the ſinner experimentally knows the truth. We read, That Seing juftified 
by faith, wwe have peace with God, through our Lox D Jesus CurisT,®” As 
the divine righteouſneſs is the ſole matter and couſe of jultificatioa' before Gop, 
I conclude that the Apotlle ſpeaks here of faich}:s juniſyiog, in 30 other ſenſe, 
than as it apprehends the righteouſneſs of CurIsT; and derives peace to the 
miad from it, Hence an eminent divine, ſuppoſes that the comma in this text 
1hould be tranſpoſed thus; bring juſtiſied by faith we have peace with God, &. 
In this reading, prace auith Gop, is an effect of faith. But I mean not to 
inf on this matter, ſeeing the ſcriptures continually aſſure us, that peace of 
conſcience, ſtands connected with the belief of the truth + And this ſeaument 1s 
p:atnly taught us in the text above cited, let what will be the Apoltle's mean- 
10g in the ſeatence, juffifed by fait. ns 
1 might run over à number of paſſages, which confirm the above remark ; 
ſuch as-joy and peace in believins ; If in believing, the perſon mutt rejoice on 
the /pot where 0D met with him; and the very mz:ure that he believed the 
truth. The Apoltle Peter repreſents the matter thus hom ba ving not ſeen, ye 
| love ; in whom though now we ſee him not yet, BELIEVING, YE REJOICE with 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. + PTT... Re nl 
Betides, if this grand truth concerning the perſon and righteouſneſs of 
CurrsT, is not ſufficient to give peace to a conſcience wounded by a ſenſe of 
ſin ; why did the Apoſtles always propoſe it to ſuch ? As we find they inva- 
ee , n Oo Be ö ö 
Upon the whole; when any ſinner is really brought to believe in IESs us, he 
will have an experience of that peace which paſſeth all underſtanding 5 For 
| I , bo | OÞ»- 
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Soy obo commanded the light to ſhine out of darkne/e, foines in hir hearts to give bi 
tze light of the knowledge of his oxun glory in the face of Jesus CurisT, ® 


(3.) He who really believes in the Son of Gop, will have extenſive views of 
the malignity of /in, and its oppoſition to a Gop of infinite perſection; from 


which will ariſe ab/oluie hatred of it, and unſtigned ſorrow ſor it. No perſon 


F 


9 


can underſtand the exceeding /infulne/; of ſin like the believer ; nor ſorrow for 
it, as he does. He looketh on him whom he hath pierced, and mourns, as one mourn- 
eth for an only ſon, and is in bitterneſs as one who is in bitterne/s for a firfi-born. + 
The very ſecret corruptions of his heart, which are unnoticed but by Gop, and 
his owa ſoul, give him keen diſtreſs. He mourns his felt uolikenneſs to the 
divine character; and many times cries out in the language of St. Paul, O 
"wretched nian that I am; who ſhall deliver. me from the body.of this death ? t 
_ (4+) Connected with which are his fervent longings aſter perfect Janctification.. 
He who has obtained this ſpiritual deliverance, is led to difcover the real beauty 
of hojineſs, as it is an eſſeatial perfection of the deity ; without which he feels 
that he muſt be forever unhappy. That rectitude in which Gop firſt created 


hum, he leſt by his connection with the firit Adam; and became vain in his ima- 


ginations; his evil heart heing darlened. do long as he remains under the 


-. ruins of the apoſtacy, he muſt be unlike to God, therefore miſerable in himſelf, 


and unfit for heaven; into which nothing ſhall enter that defileth, worketh abomi- 
zation, er that maketh @ lie. 5 The man who believes in Iss, knows this; 
and can never be contented: while he i, anholy. Hence he often breathes out 
his ſoul before Goo in the language of the Pſalmiſt, Then foall IJ be ſatisfied, 
auben I awake in thy /ikene/s., Welcome heaven, ſays the believer at certain 
ſeaſons, becauſe I ſhall there be near and /ike my Gop ! | 
(.) Love to the children of GoD is another evidence of this ſpiritual delive- 
Trance, or of our faith in IRS us. For be whe loveth him who begat, loveth them 


alſo who are begotten of bim. || Ia adother place the ſame Apoltie ſpeaks fill * 


fronger, Me know that aue have paſſed from death to life, becauſe aut lowe the 


brethren. ,** Obſerve, the brethren are the perſons loved; and this religious 


- affeftion is fixed on them, /o/ely. becauſe they are ſo. Or-becauſe they appear 
to be the real diſciples of IBSS Cnrisy, who have drank into bis ſpirit, and 
are ſtudious to be like him in temper and conduct. It matters not whether 
they be rich or poor, bond or free; if brethreo in the Lox o, the real believer 
will love them in their poverty, or meanneſs of outward condition, for jesus 
ſake. ' And it bas always been remarked, that love to the brethren has molt. 
prevailed, when religion has flouriſhed moſt. 3 
(6) Every perſon who knows the truth as it is in Jesvs will be careful to 
maintain good works, True faith is influential, and leads him who has it to 

| ſearch out the will of Gop, and to yield obediencg to every known part of 
his duty. Faith, ſays James, without works. is dead. | 2 
(.) Another effect of this ſpicitual deliverance is, readingſi 19 diftribute 

10 the relief of the brethren, when in our power. This we ſhall ſurely be 
ready to do, if we love them for Caz1sT's ſake, and, fee that they are re- 
duced to neceſſitous circumſtances ; while we ourſelves have all, and abound ; 
or at leaſt have enough for ourſelves, and ſomething to ſpare for a ſuffering 
brother. For aubeſo hath this world's goods, and ſeeth his brother have þ _ 

| „ „„ nn Is wtteth 


® 2 Cor. 1. 6. + Zach- xii, 10. 1 Bes, vil 24+ 5 Rev. Al. 25. 
1 Zobn v. 8. 27 1 John ilk, 13. | 
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ur terb up his bowels of compaſſion from him, how dwelleth ih love of Gov in him #* 
(8.) In fine, All ſuch as are delivered from the pover of darkneſs, and traa- 
ſlated into the kingdom of God's dear Son, fiad the truth ſafficient to ſuppore 


a 


them under the heavieſt afflickions. They have, in many inſtances, overcome 


the world, and rejoiced in death. The army of martyrs, animated by the gol- - 
pel of Carls, ſuffered with patience and greatneſs of mind; knowing that 
the ſufferings of this preſent time were not worthy to be compared with that 


glory that ſhould be revealed in them. And many believers of later date, 


have reſigned to death, with peace and calmneſs of foul, which the truth of 


nals only could ialpire ; knowing that 7 die would be pain. 


Having thus enlarged on thoſe truths which in my view, are of infinite im- 
pot tan ce; becaufe they ſtand Connected witk our prefent peace, and future' 


 happine(s'; I ſhall omit thoſe reſlections which ariſe naturally from the ſub- 


ject, and addreſs mylelf to the prifoner, who muſt very ſoon appear at he 
judgment ſest of CuaIs Tr. T. 7750 "tuft 

*\Uahappy Amei, how cutting is your condition ! A youth but little turned 
of twenty one, having filled up the meaſure of his iniquity, bound with fettes 
appoiated to death—and on the verge of a vaſt eternity l Who can bear the 
thought? The ſolemn day is juſt at hand, When you muſt make your exit. 
Time, which flays for no man, is on the wing, and will ſpeedily introduce: 
Thur/day, the laſt of davs to you. + Then you will go, whence you ſhall not 
return, and be unalterably fixed either io bliſs or vo. See, what fin has done. 
It has brought you in the bloom of life, to ignomiay and death, 
poled you to eternal condemnation hercafter, All proſpect of living longer 


khan the time appointed is cut off, I hope you will not flatter yourſelf with 


longer time, That which moſt concerns you is, How you- may eſcape the 


Wrath to come,— Where there is a ground of hope for the guilty ? In anſwer» 


ing this queſtion; every circumſtance demands /olemnity, fanhfulneſs and truth. 


I would therefore attempt it as in the preſence of that Gop, at whoſe tribu- 


nal I know I ſhall ſhortly meet you, with the whole congregation of the liv- 


| Ing, and the dead. May the Spirit of the liviag GoD, accompany plain 


truth to your, aad every man's Conſcience ! — Ames, as a finner you are loſt. 
The law of Gop condemns you; for it curſeth every one who cantinueth not 
in all things written in the book of it, to do them. You have gone aſtray 
from Gop even from the womb. From the fauntain of corruption in youe 
heart, have iſſued all thoſe ſias in life, which have teen repeated, and in- 


. Coneeivably provoking to Js Hovan. The law is exceeding broad, and reachey 


to the thoughts of your heart. It demands perſęct obedience, a und will accept 


no leſs, And as the requirement is juſt, ſo will be the puniſhment Which will 


be finally iaflicted on ail unbelievers. You are wholly in the hands of a ſo- 
vereign God, without a ſingle perſonal circumſtance to plead in your favor. 


If he condemns you, his juſtice will remain perfect. Nor do I mean by thus 


addreſſing you, to ſiagle you out as the only guilty individual : No, a have 


,finnta, and come ſhort of the glory of Gov. 


\ 


„ Perhaps you are ſaying, Who then can be ſaved ? Authorized by this 
ior vt re Was er og e heed? ag vie 


men. Jzxsus CRRISTH the only begotten Son of God, hath made an end of 
fio, and brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, He, by his obedience to 
| the 


0 1. Jobn 3. 17. 


1 What was delivered in the concluſion of this Diſcourſe, by way of ſo⸗ 
lema caution to the youth, is deferred $0 the ſecond Sermon. 
5 | \ | ; 


And has ex- 
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the law in life, and his death upon the croſs, hath fine ſuch a righteouſ-. 


neſs, as lays a ground of hope for the chief of ſinners. This is the matter and 


cauſe of acceptance with God. By this all who believe are juſtified from all 


things ; from which they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. We have re- 


demption through the BLOOD Or CRAIST, the forgiveneſs of. fins, according to 


the rickes of his grace, On this glorious foundation, I have long reſted all my 


hopes of eternal life ; nor can I act a more faithſul, friendly part, than by 
ground of hope. 
But what will 


7 


* ſetting before you, in your preſenc proſpect of ſpeedy difſolution, the ſame 


rſon can derive real peace from the doctrine of atonement, but the believer: 
Nor ſhall any but ſuch enter into the kingdom of heaven.' And no ſooner is a 
finyer brought to ſee his guilt and to believe in Jes vs, than he will repent 
and abhor himſelf in duſt and aſhes ; for faith and repentance are inſeparably 
connected. Such is the well ordered plan of ſalvation, that all who are made 
partakers of the Redeemer's benefits, are the ſubjects of that faith which is 


the gift of Gop, and of his operation ; and of chat repentance which never 


ſhall be repented of. Of how much conſequence is it then, that you inquire. 
how matters ſtand between God, and your ſoul ? Whether you have ever be- 
lived in the LoxD IESUs, and have had that repentance. which is unto life? 
If you have, the truth has come with power, and the Holy Ghoſt, and much, 
aſſurance ; you have been convinced of its reality and glory, have entered into 
the ſpirit of it. CHR ISsT has appeared the only way, the truth and the life; 
and from a full view of your infinite unworthineſs and guilt, you have been 


enabled to caſt yourſelf at his feet, and to truſt your all in his hands ;— 


knowing that you can be ſaved only upon the plan of free forgivene/5. And 
if you are a real believer, you are made to hate fin, heart fin, as well as the fins 


of your life, becauſe hateful in the fight of Gop ; And to long that Gop | 


would make you holy as he is holy.—Some things like theſe you have de- 
clared to me, and to others in your confinement, as the exerciſes of your mind. 
May God forbid that you ſhopld deceive yourſelf ! May be manifeſt himſelf 


unto you as a Gop pardoning iniquity ; yea, your iniquity ; then will you 
triumph over death, the laſt enemy. Into his hands I commit you, wiſhing 


you an abundant entrance into the kingdom of glory. And as I expect to 
_ you no more in this public manner, I bid you a moſt affedionate 
acemel ! _ | | 5 | | | | 


| it avail either you or me, to hear of complete redemption, ' 
or an all-ſufficient atonement, if we are not intereſted in it? Or have no part in 
the matter? Remember what is written, All aubo BELIEVE are juſtified: He who 

BELIEVETH- ſhall be Javed ; but he who BELISVETH xO Hall be damned, No. 
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| A fooliſh fon is a grief to bis Father; and Bitterneſs to ber aube bare bim. 


OLOMON's univerſal acquaintance with men and things, was one of his 
great accompliſhments, by which he was fitted to write thoſe maxims, 
which have been found of unſpeakable advantage in life. He had ſuſtained 
the different relations of ſon, parent, and prince; the duties which belonged 
to each, he well underſtood, and carefully diſcharged. Nor could any man 
aint vice, with its conſequences, ſo much to the lite as he. | 
All who read his writings, find in them the dangers of a courſe of ſin, and the 
ſecret methods by which the thoughtleſs are enſnzred. The hazards which ſur- 
round the path of youth are painted out, and they are called upon to avoid 
them, leſt they fall, The tender connections which we form in this ſtate, 
and the pleaſure and pain which attend them from a diverſity of circumſtances, 
he was thoroughly acquainted with. As a ſon, he knew the feelings of filial 
affection; as a father, the yearnings of a parent's heart. Conſequently he was 
qualified to deſcribe the grief of a parent, when his children juſtly merit the 
character mentioned in the text: A fooliſh ſon is a grief to bis father, and bit= 
zterneſs to her who bare him. This declaration implies, 
J. Parental affection. Fob. this Rk, ED TH 
II. In conſequence of which, parents in a peculiar ſenſe are intereſted in 
every part of the. conduct of their children; from... whence ariſes, either 
. 5 — = hr or pain: The latter always, when they deſerve. the character of 
| fooliſh ſon. Ane a 1 
III. The import of which character I ſhall conſider ; and paſs on to ſome 
. * reflections. „1 5 c | 
Let us, 


1 Agimadvert a little on the nature and peceſlity of parental 2 


3 2 IO : 


8 


* 25 / 1 2 SSSR eee 1115 
- The great An bor of Il chi 
: OF 8 „ > 1 ut * r . * f p* 
* - 


, M "+ - TY 
9 e OT OIER 8 1 POS © 2 Fo, * 
N. : * 5 N 2 3 i 1 en 4 8 6 1 AY 
oh 8 N ; : F : * * R We bs 1 e nn dnn $5 ny N bo 19851 
1 5 . "Sus : \ I . : 5 [2 ES N N : . 
ae OE Eg 2 n . "3 . vs 33 e . 7 «4 8. . * 1 3 * * . y 3 25 P 
- k . * 5 "4 * 3 . 2 


rer Fe RITEAN — 81 ts 
s hath endowed the h 


things hath endowed the hump mid wich weer 
Important, and delicate paflions, 2 as love, fear, pity, hops, &c. which when 
duly governed by reaſon and religion, prove, not only a private, but a public 
bleſſing. Excited by theſe, we ſeek nat only our own good, but the good of 
— 7 <7 ; | [ys 3 3 N 
Buy love and fmpathy, which are public affections, we become intereſted in 
the ſufferings ot others, and are ſtrongly urged to fly io their relief; and ne ver 
fail of receiviog a heart felt pleaſure, when, by acts of kindneſs, we have te- 
duced that load of miſery, under which a friend, a relative, yea, a franger 
roaned, For as we became partakers of his infelicity, ſo we ſhare in the 
tis faction which ariſes from his relief, ; ; 
Suppoſe we ſhould meet with a perſon of an amiabje character, who had been 
reduced by the frowns of providence, from —_— or competent circumftances, 
to penury : Whoſe modeſty, and fear of troubling his friends, had inclined him 
his leni e mne In this caſe, every man, who poſleſſes the 
iſtreſs, haſten to relieve him. | ee 
Nor would | confine theſe paſſions in their exerciſe, to amiable characters: 
For it is a matter of experience, and of fact, that they who poſſeſs them in the 
greateſt degree of delicacy, have the moſt painful ſenſe of the miſeries, which 
mankind, by impruderce or wickedne/s, bring upon themſelves. This remark 
has been abundantly exemplified, in the late conduct of many ſerious and re- 


ſpectable characters in this town, towards the unhappy youth, who was exe 


cuted on Thur/day * laſt. Who, while they deteſted his horrid, and repeated 
aQs of injquity, which brought him to diſgrace and death, heartily pitied him; 
and by varioys methods ditcoyered a ſtrong inclination to make his tew days 
a eaſy as poſſible. + „ N Ee 2 
The paſſions are diſtinguiſhed by writers on this ſubject, into public and pri. 
vate: By the former are meant thoſe, which lead us to ſeek the public good: 
By the latter, ſuch-as principally reſpect per/onal happineſs. Among thele-we 

find the ſtrong affections of a pareng's heart. | i 
„Man is born a weak, helpieſs, delicate creature, unprovided with food, 
cloathing, and whatever elſe is necęſſaty for ſubſiſtence, or defence, And yet, 
expoſed as the infant is to numberleſs wants and dangers, he is utterly inca- 
poble of ſupplying the fermer, or of ſecuring himſelf againſt the latter. But 
though thus feeble and expoſed, he finds immediate and ſore reſources in the 
affettios and care of his parents, who refuſe no labours, and fprego no e 
ame 


10 arſe and ear up the tender babe, By theſe powerful inftintts, as by 
mighty chain, does nature link the parent to the child, and form the ſtropgett 
moral connedion on his part, before the child has the Jealt N of it.“ 


| 1 
This affection, like the other paſſions of the ſou], is known by experience, 
better than by Jde/cription. The parent needs no definition of jt ; ang thoſe 


* Oftober 21, 1773. 7 80 5 8 ö „„ ? "jo 
+ 1 ſhould lay ityfelf under a 4diſagreable-veſtraint, were I not to take no- 
tice of the remarkable tenderneſs with which the criminal was treated, from 
the time of his eondemnation to his death, by the Gentleman, who, by the 
nature of his office, was obliged to ſee the law executed ; together with 
the maxy kindneſts he received from the particular family in whoſe more 
immediate cuſtody he wes : Of which I was an eye and gar witneb, . 
2 #oradce's Moral Philoſophy. 8 | 
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who never ſuſtained that affectionate relation, cannot, by the moſt accu 
rate deſcription, form an adequate idea of it, Its neceſſity reſults from the 
feeble, helpleſs ſtate of human nature; on its firſt appearance; and the 
nature of it may be beſt Jearnt by others, from its various, and ſtriking 


expreſſions, + For, 5 5 10 f 
II. It is in conſequence of this affection that parents in a peculiar ſenſe be. 
come intereſted in all the circumſtances, and conduct of their children, 
1. The firſt diſcovery of this tender paſſion, is emphatically deſcribed: by 
our bleſſed Lox v, John xvi. 21. A woman when for is in travail, hath ſorrows 
beeauſe her hour is come: But as ſoon as ſbe is delivered of the child, ſve remembreth 
"0 more the anguiſh ; for joy that a mai is born into the world. The fondneſs of 
her affeQion for the little ſtranger, cauſeth her to forget all that ſhe re, and 
and all that ſhe 70. EE OS | 


"Now che parents hearts begin to glow with this pleaſing paſſion, and they | 


anticipate their future ſatisfaction, in the life and conduct of the child. Not 
thinking that the mother has brought forth for the deſtroyer; or that the ob- 


je& thus beloved may break the patents hearts, and bring their heads with 


forrow to the prave. : 11-4 rand 

But Gov hath; wiſely hidden the uture from us, that we may rightly diſ- 
charge the duties of the preſent, and leave what all be to the direction of 
unerring wiſdom,” LE, : | | 
Had Adam known that Cain would prove a murderer 3 or David, that 46. 
/alom would have rebelitd againſt him, with what grief muſt they have beheld 
their advances to manhood ; and with what reluQtance diſcharged paternal 


duties !—Or had the afflited mother ® of the late unhappy youth, bfen aſcer- * 


tained, that the ſon of her womb, was to make his exit on a \gallows, with 


what uneaſineſs would ſhe have obſerved his increaſing years ; and how often 


felt in proſpect, that complicated affliction, which now diſtreſſes her ! May the 
greatneſs of her preſent trial, effeRually ſecure her from all unkiad reflections. 

It is a matter of gratitude, that ſuch awful events are hidden from-us ; if they 
were nor, parents, inſtead of rejoicing would have reafon to mourn and weep, 


on the birth of a child. But as the matter is now circumſtanced, they give a 


looſe to their tender affections, which become apparrent. | 

2. By a prevailing anxiety for the welfare of their children ; who make a great 
part of domeltic happineſs. If they are attacked by threataing ſickneſs, with 
what inexpreſlible ſolieitude do the parents watch every motion, and dread the 
conſequence ; willing to bear a part of their affliction, was it poſſible, With 
what concern do they atiend them by day and by night; never eaſy to leave 


- them, leſt any thing ſhould be omitted, that might tend to give eaſe or relief. 


And when death hath appeared inevitable, how have they agonized in mind ; 
and have been ready to cry out in paſſionate, though unjuſtifiable language of 
David, O Abſalom my /or, my /on Abſalom ; Would Gos 7 might die for thee. 

3. This affection is alſo diſcovered by all that ce and care with which they eon- 


duct them through the ſucceſſive ſtages of life to manhood, It is with the moſt 


ſenſible pleaſure, that the indulgent parent provides for the ſuppart and edg- 
cation of his children; fparing neither pains nor expence, in order to aceom- 
rr them for ſome uſeful ſphere in life, Who thinks himſelf amply compen- 
ted, when they conduct with propriety, at home and abroad, + 8 
Parents indeed, ſhould always be upon their guard in this part of 17 _ 


„His father died when he was two years old, Ee 
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exceed their ability ia the manner of providing for them. The danger in this 


reſpe& is certainly great. . 70 0 e btn 
41. Children may alſo be convinced of the truth now before us, by advert- 


ing tothe readineſs of their parents to paſs by many improprieties of be ba- 


vior; on which they put the beſt poſſible conſtruction, and cover all with a 
mantle of parental love; hoping, that with advancing years, they will ſes 
their follies, and do better, It is not one or two di ſappoigtments, that can 
cauſe a tender parent to deny his children a part in his affe ctions, or help in 
diſtreſs. Though A4/alom's crime was greatly aggravated, the heart of David 
yearned. towards him; and when Ahimaaz approached bim with a meſſage 
from Joab the firſt queſtion the king aſked was, If the houng man Abſalom aft? 
The. ſafety of a rebellious ſon, was the principal concern of David's heart. 
Parental affectioa is ſtill is the fame. Hence, though a fon may act the, part 
of the prodigal, leave his fytber's houſe, and ſpend his ſubſtance in riotous live 
ing; he ſhall no ſooner appear forry for his conduct, and ready to etgtn,; 
than the father, while he is yet a great way off, will run, and fall upph his 
neck, and kiſs him; ſaying as he goes, Tit my ſon was dead, and is. alive 


again; war lofty and is found. Such, my young friends, is the nature of that 


love, which your parents have ſor you; and, . 
5. Which leads them to watch the connections you form in life; and to ap- 
prove, or diſapprove of them, as they apprehend them calculated to ſerve, or 
injure you. It is an indiſputable maxim, that, Evil communications cor- 
* rupt. good manners,” Much depends, with reſpe& to moral couduct, upon 
the company which youth keep. It mult therefore be the parents duty, to 
guard. them as much as poſſible againſt ſuch as entertain Sad /en;iments, as well 


as bad practices; for there is a certain connection between the two, Actions 


ariſe from principles; and when the cauſe is bad, we may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe that the effect will be ſo too. As the tree is, ſuch will be the fruit; 
we never expect to gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles. Parents therefore, 
cannot be inatrentive to the company which their children, keep; but will ſo» 
lemnly caution them againſt thoſe, whoſe opinions and practices, are unteaſon- 
able and wicked. And the warmer their affections are, the more abundantly 
will they uſe every method of perſuaſion, to inſpice. their childrea with a de- 
teſtation of bad company, the bane of multitudes, oo 
6. But I ſhall diſmiſs this part of the ſubject, which has reſpect to mere na- 
tural afft2ion, by obſerving, that it commonly runs parallel with life. Hence 
| we ſee the parents, even when advanced in years, riſing up, early, and fit- 

ting up late; and purſuing their buſineſs with  unremitting..diligence, in or- 
der to acquire a ſufficient fortune, to diſtribute among their children at the 


4 


Cloſe of lite: At which ſolema period this affection has generally appeared ia 


the moſt moviog terms, in the laſt wiſhes, and affectionate fare wel of the ten · 
der parent. F FC 
7. Under this head, I have only to add, That thoſe parents who know the 
truth as it is in Jesus, while they are duly concerned for the temporal intereſt 
oi their children, are ſupremely anxious about their ever/a/ting./alvation. This 
we cannot expect of thoſe who have never taſted that the Lok o is gracious, 


But ſuch as have been made ſenſible of their own danger out of CHRIST, and 


have been enabled to fly for refuge to the hope ſet before them, cannot be ſa- 

tisfied, though their children enjoy wealth and honor ; if at the ſame time they 

have reaſon to believe, that they are in the gall of bitterneſs, and bonds of 
| h + POO 1niquity, 


dukt, leſt exceſlive affeQion ſhould lead them to too great;jndulgence, and to, 
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| have wiſdom and prudence to ſupport it. 
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iviquity. Remaining thus, they know that they muſt be miſerable ſorever., 
A thought like this, pierces the believing parent to the heart; and animates him 
in the diſcharge of his duty to his children: Whom he Jabors to iaſtruct in 
the great things which belong to their peace. And is always careful to ac- 
company his inſtructi ons with ſolemn prayer to Gop, that they may be ſaved 
in the day of the Loxp Jesus. „ 8 5 
From all that has been ſaid, we ſee that in conſequence of theſe ſtrong affec- 


tions, parents, in a peculiar ſenſe, become intereſted in all the conduct and cir- 


cumſtances of their children. We ſhall therefore readily admit, that à foc/ifþ 
Jon ts a grief to his father, and bitterneſs to her awho bare him. | | 
III. The character of a /v2li/þ ſon is now to be conſide, ed. 


By whom we are not to unde ſtand an iir; of one who is deſtitute of com- 
moa ſzoſe. Mapy a parent would have been much more contented, if the child 


who bas occaſi>ned the greateſt bitterneſs, had been born a fool; rather than 
to poſſeſe a ſagacious mind, and abuſe it to the purpoſes of fin, by drinking 


down iniquicy like water, and glorying in his ſhame. Such perſons juſtly meric 
the character of oliſb ſont, and are evidently deſigned by the wiſe man. 

Any one who will take time to ex imine his writings, will find that he fre- 
quently uſes the words fools, and fpoliſp in the above ſenſe ; that is, as deſcrip- 


tive of a wicked man; who deſpiſes Gop and religion, and gives a looſe to 


his vicious paſſions, Fools, ſays he, make a mock at fin ; Nor can the wicked 
diſcover more wicked flagrant folly, than by making a mock at that, which 


will obe day find them out to their etzrnal confuſion, Io another place he 
aſſures us, that he wiss ſhall inherit glory, but ſhame ſhall te the promotion of 


FOOLS.* By the awi/e, ſuch are intended, who ere wiſe unto ſalvation : They 
ſhall inherit that glory which Gop will ultimately reveal—and by fool; he means 
thoſe perſons who are profane, deſpiſers of them who are ſtriftly religious ; and 
who a-e determined to gratify their vicious iaclinations, at all events. Shame 


all be their promotion. That is, their iniquities in this life ſhall bring them 


to reproach, and reproach ſhall lift them up to the public view; and in the 

world to come, they ſhall be forever ſeparated from that glory, which the wile 

are to inherit. SE | | 
In order, if poſſible, to bring the matter home to conſcience, Iſhall mention 


particular inſtances of the conduct of a fooliſh ſon ; and point out his egregi- 


ous tolly thereio. 


1. The character moſt ſurely belongs to him, who rejects parental inflruBion, 
and admonition, Children, while young, are more eaſily brought to ſubmit ro 


' family-government, and to liſten to the inſtructions of parents, than after they 
are farther advanced in years: Conſequently in common occaſion much leſs 
grief and anxiety to their parents at that period of life, than when they begin 


to extend their acquaintance, by formiag new connections; and to put on the 
character of men, and women Which many do too ſoon ; or before they 


At this time of life, they are in the utmoſt danger of being captivated by their 
giddy, thoughleſs com panions; who flutter, full of life, from thing to thing, 
in purſuit of various ſcenes of diſſipation. A youth who finds his aſſociates left 


to their on diſcretion, will feel uneaſy under reſtraint, and with reluctance 
| | | >= ia 
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landing, that he believes himſelf the beſt judge of h 
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liſten to the advice of parents. For ſuch an opinion has he. of his own under. 


* 


he is ſufficiently qualified io govern himſelf. 5 f „ 
His parents he firmly believes are too rigid in their diſcipline, and too ſeru- 
pulouſly nice about the mode of conduct. That a greater latitude of behavior 
can do him no harm ; and that he may indulge himſelf as his companions do, 
without hazard, | „„ . 
No ſooner does he adopt the above ſentiments, than he will treat his parents 
with a degree of neglect. The delicacy of his natural diſpoſition, the fear of 
incurring their diſpleaſure, and thereby ſuſtaining a loſs by his father's laſt will; 
or a ſenſe of his obligation to his patents, ariſing from their indulgeace; may 
prevent his behaving rude to their face. But at the ſame time he determines 
to allow himſelf greater liberties than they incline to give him. And the patents 
maſt be, either very inconſiderate, or void of diſcernment, not to foreſee the fatal 


. tendency of ſuch behavior; unleſs the Lox p prevent it. For though his con- 


nections may be of the politer ſort, and his | pans (TE faſhionable ; his folly 
15 no leſs evident, and his deſtruction no leſs certain, oe 

There are others who are ruder in their behavior, and more open and affron- 
tive in their diſobedience to their parents; who treat them with unkindneſs to 
their faces, and reſolutely determine to gratify their paſſions, . 

In ſuch caſes, che parents ate made to endure many hours of dejection. They 
fit together, and mutually bewail their Fooli/p ſon; and in the bitterneſs of their 
ſouls, are almoit ready to with, that he had never been born, 


Could the diſc bedient to parents know the heart rending expreſſions, which 


his conduct occaſions ; or the many ſolitary hours, which the afflicted parents 

paſs together on his account ; his heart muſt be like adamant not to telent. 

The folly of ſuch a conduct muſt become obvious to all, who dilly conſider, 
(1.) Tat the parents have trod the path of life, aud by experience, have 


| learned the dangers to which their children are expoſed ; Conſequently, like 
the ſkilful pilot, ale qualified to direct them. That mariner muſt be deemed 
a mad man, or at leaſt very raſh and imptudent, who arriving on a dangerous | 


coalt, with which he is unacquainted, ſhould refuſe the directions of one who 


| knows every ,place of danger. Greater is the folly of thoſe, who, though 


young, and inexperienced, ruſh on in their own way, regardleſs of the advice 
of parents. „„ | . 
(2.) Nor is their folly leſs apparent in thus rejecting parental inftruc- 
tion, wien we conſider, that the parents are not only qualified by experience 
To guard them againit the hazards of the preſent life; but that all thei in- 


flructions ariſe from the averme/i, and moſt fincere affetion. ; Which has been 
largely treated of in a former part of this Diſcourie. Hence their advice is 

the effect, both of 4nowledge and of love. What conſummate folly, and baſe 
. Ingratitude then, are thoſe childres chargeable with who turn a, deaf ear 

to all that parents can ſay unto them! : - 


* 


(3) They alſo pour contempt on the ſolemn directions of Gop himſelf . 


who in both the old and new teftament, has taught the duty of filial obedience. 


Cbildren, obey your parents in the Lox D; for this is right.* The ſame exhorta- 


tation is repeated elſewhere in the inſpired writings. He then who deſpiſes che 


f word 
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is ou conduct, and that 


word of the Lon p, in this reſpect, not only diſcovers the badneſs of his heart, 


but expoſes himſelf to that curſe which ſhall fall on the heads of the diſobedient; 


4.) The folly of ſuch muſt be farther evident, while we confider the ruinous = 


tendency of this vice. It muſt be taken for granted, from that near, and agree- 
able connection which ſubſiſts between the parent and the child, that he will 
wholly conſult his benefit; adviſe him to nothiog that ſhall diſſerve his reputa- 
tion or intereſt, nor lay him under any unneceſſary reſtraints, If therefore, the 


child tejects the parent's inſtructions, it muſt be that he may indulge himſelf in 
things forbidden and injurious. In conſequence of which, be lays himſelf open 


to numberleſs temptations ; and there is every reaſon to fear his ruin. For when 
neceſſary reftraint is removed, he will be likely to be hurried by the impetuoſity 
of his paſſions into every extreme. Many times did I hear the late avhappy youth 
declare, that had he“ regarded the advice of a tender mother, he ſhould not 
have come to ſuch an awful end.“ Nor was he the firſt, who reflected on him- 


ſelf for his diſabedience to parents. 


2. He certainly is 2 fooli/þ Jon, who, aided by his companions, eudeavors to 
perſuade himſelF that chriſfianity is a fiction. Fi 1 n 
The cauſe of 7»A2elity has many friends; ſome of whom ate to be found among 


perſons of diffe:ent ages, and characters. Their number probably is much 
greater than it appears to be. For every deiſt is not willing to be known; he 


fears a diſcovery leſt he ſhould ſuffer in intereſt or reputation, 'But when he has 


a proper opportunity, he throws off his diſguiſe, and can lampoon revealed re- 
ligion as faſt as any of ihe company. And wherever ſuch men fall in with 
the youth of pregnant ſpirit, and more liberal education; they bend all their 
arts to corrupt their minds; which are often too eaſy in receiving ill impreſſions ; 
Eſpecially when the baits are dreſſed with wanton jo!lity and good humor, and 
the plauſible pretext of Free thinking.” Nor will deiſm want friends, fo long as 
the human mind remaias in its preſent ſinful condition. Yet the folly of this 
cauſe is zow evident; and will be more fully diſplayed at a future period. 

(1.) What folly muſt it be to reject chriſtianiiy, without a berrer religion in its 
ſtead : And who would not reject it, could a better be found ? I mean a reli- 
gion more honorary to Gop and /afz for man? But amid all thoſe who have 
oppoſed chriſtianity, and have been vibbling at that glotious ſyſtem of divine 
truth, where is the man who has paved the way for the rejection of it, by ſub- 
ſtituting a Geer ig its place? OY. | 

The chriſtians are now made to bear the imputation of weatne/; or wickedne/+, 
for their attachment to the religion of Jnsus CHRIST: But ſhould they caſhier 


it, without a better in its ſtead, they might;u/ly be looked upon as conſummate fools... 


Great ſwelling words have been uſed by free thinkers, concerning the religion 
of nature ; and the /ight of reaſon as a ſufficient guide to duty and Happineſs, To. 


Judge rightly of which, I know of no more reaſonable and conciſe method, 


- 


than to conſult the ſtate of the Heathen world. By ſuch conduct we are ſoon 


made acquainted with the true ſtate of human nature, unaſſiſted by revclation. 
The Greeks, with all their learning, had lords many, and gods many; and 
worſhipped for gods the work of men's hands. They had a religion, but it was 
filled with idolatry, and various practices, which evidently proved that the 
light of nature in fallen man, is by no means a ſufficient guide to duty and hap- 
pineſs. And I cannot but think, that the more we look into the condition of 
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the heathen nations, rae more fully will the necchity vs a wav g appear. 
(2. ) What folly mult thoſe men be gailty of, who teject chriſianity, with- 
out being able to diſprove a ſingle truth or fat? © 

Do they not daily hear from the holy ſcriptures, and the doQrines of 


s chriſtianity, of an eternity, either of happineſs and ſolacing joys, or of mi- 


t ſery or torments ; which is to begin when this frail life doth end? Now 
can theſe men of jollity, give any demonſtrative evidence, that in the event” 
they ſhall not really find it ſo ? Can they prove from the principles of ſelf- 
evidence, that theſe are only amuſing whims, melancholy dreams, or, ſcare- 
«© craws and bug bears, to frighten chem From their ſinful pleaſures, and diſ- 
*© turb their carnal repoſe? No; though they are daring enough, yet they 
© have not the confidence to pretend to this. | 1 18 
And cught not this io awaken that reaſon wherewith men are endowed, 


« at leaſt to ponder deliberately the weighty arguments of moral evidence, for 


dc the truth of chriſtianity, ' with all the impartiality they can ? If there is an 
« hereafter, in which all muſt be ſharers eternally ; either of the greateſt fe- 
« licity, or the mofl dreadfu] miſery ? If this is confidently affirmed, on the 
one hand, by wiſe and good men, who profeſs a full coovidtion of it; and on 
« the other hand, there is no pretended evidence that it is not, or cannot be 
« ſo Is not the very poſſibility of this enough to awaken their enquiry ?” “ 
To deny the truth of chriſtianity, without proving it to be falſe, ſurely is not 
ell that we are to expect from à ſeit of men, ho mean to be thought, the 
moſt profound reaſeners. 8 5 
Can theſe men really prove that there never was ſuch a perſon as Jr5us 
CnRISsT, who made his appearance near eighteen hundred years ſince ? Or, 
that Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul. Peter, &c. were fidtitious.— Or, that 
the former was not cruciſied on mount Calvary; and that the latier never were 
his diſciples ? Or if they admit, ihat ſuch perſons might habe been, can they 
prove that they were a band of Jeceivers ? Aud that the writings which bear 
their reſpective names, are fallacious? e . 
_ Until this is done it mult be the higheſt /o//y to rejeRt CurisT and his 
religion — : 8 | | 5 e 
6.0 Eſpecially when we conſider that he who lets go chriſtianity, is in dan- 
ger of falling into abſolute /cepricz/m ; or of doubting about every thing, that 
Cres not come within his own notice. For in rejecting the religion of CHRIST 
we reduce our creed to very few articles. If we diſbe'ievethe truth of chriſ- 
tianity, we deny that there ever were ſuch perfons as CKR15ST and his Apoſtles; 
that there are either good or evil angels; heaven or hell, the reſurreQion of 
the dead, and a day of judgment. And many have doubted of the immortality 
of the ſoul; which, if they have been unwilling to let go entirely, they have 
however found their minds at a loſs to conceive of it, or to give credit to it. 
And ſhould ſuch perſons proceed fo far in their infidelity, as ta doubt whether 


there is a God, it would not be ſurprizing, We are told that Dr. Tindal, died 


with this awful ſentence in his mouth, F rzhere is a Gov, I hope he will have 
mercy on me,—A doubt this, unworthy of 2 What happened to him, 
may happen to other iofidels ; for he who lets go chriſtianity, fia ks at once into 
à horrid abyſs ; and finds himſelf enveloped in clouds and darkneſs. 


01 


* Weſt's introduction to the evidenee of the chriſlian religion, 


n 


mention the following, viz. Thou /oait love the Lox D thy Gor with all thy 


ghar the is of the utmoſt importance to all orders and degrees of men ; 


ictiont. The ſupports which ariſe from it to ſuch, are matters of perſo;al 


ſtandings, are calculated to give ſuch ſupports as have been mentioned, wiz. 


no events are caſual—but that all things are directed by infinite wiſdom, and 


dab; but in many inſtances, have edabled ſuch to exult in their expiring mo- 
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| (4-) I hall add here, that it muſt be the higheſt /o/ly, in any perſon, to teject 
chriſtianity, ſeeing it furniſhes us with the beſt rules for moral condad, adminis 
ſters ſufficient ſupports under the heavief aſſtictioas of the preſent life, and in the 
important hour of death. | 61 | | 5 
The practical principles of revealed religion are many; it may ſuffice to 


heart, and mind, and ſeul, and ſtrength ; and thy neighbor as thy/elf. Supreme 
love to Goo, and a due regard to our neighbor, will always have an impor- 
tant influence on our practice; by leading us to ſeek. to pleaſe the former, and 
to relieve the latter. Our duty in the laſt reſpect, is taught in the moſt ſtriking - 
manner, by the account CHRIST has given us of a good Samaritan, who met 
with a certain man, on his way from Jeruſalem to Jericho, who had fallen among 
thieves ; by whom he had been trefted in the moſt ccuel manner, and left half 
dead. The Samaritan no ſooner came where he was, than his humane heart 
glowed with compaſſion ; and he lent him every help in his power. Upon 
which Cyr1sT thus addrefled the perſon, whoſe enquiry occaſioned the repe- 
ticion of this ſacred ſtory, —Go thou, and do likewiſe. ® Thus, while the adg- 
rable Redeemer ſeverely cenſures the Prieſt and Lewire, from whom a kiacer 
conduct might have been expeſted, he highly commends the friendly beha- 
vior of the Samaritan, and reccommends him as worthy of imitation. 
Mee have alioa conciſe, but complete ſyſtem of ethics in the ſollowing ſhore 
paſſage; As ye would that men ſhould de to you, do ye to them likewiſe, + We are far- 
ther taught 70 do juſtly, lowe mercy, and to waik humbly withGoD. ft Toe di good to 
all men—to ſhun (ve y vice, and to practice every virtue to feed the hungry, to 
cloath the naked to obey civil rulers, when they are miniſt:rs of Gap for 
good. {1 a word, ſuch a'e the rules laid down in the holy ſcriptares for the 
government of life, that they will, when duly obſerved, lead us to the molt re- 
fined moratity. I muſt therefore obſerve, in the werds of another, That the 


and that the greateſt ſervice that the moſt zealous patriot can do his country, is 
to prog the faith, and thereby encourage the practice of the truly divine 
virtues, recommended by CHRIST and his Apolties, 

Of no leſs importance is revealed teligion to believers in times of great af- 


experience ; and therefore are a kind of internal evidence in its favor. Yet it 
may be obſerved, that the following truths whichare addreſſed to our under- 


That God, by a general and particular providence, governs the wor!d—that 


ſhall. terminate ia the glory of Gop, and the beſt interells of his people: 
That all things zow work together for good to them who love Gop— that 
cur light afflictions which are but for a moment, work for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory, c. If theſe truths are really believed, 
they tend in their .own nature to {upport the afflicted, and to reconcile them 
to the whole of the divine conduct. | 5 

Nor do the truths of chriſtianity deſert the believer in the important hour of 


7 — ments. 
Lale x. + Chap. vi. 31. f Mich, vi. 8, 
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ments. Here T might call in a cloud of witneſſes; and in particular the noble 
army of martyrs riſe into view, to teſtify the truth of the above remark. They 
reckoned that the ſufferings of the preſent life, were not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which, they believed, would be revealed in them. Nor 
did they count their lives dear unto them, that they might finiſh their courſe 
with joy, and lay hold on eternal life; knowing that they had in heaven an 
erduriog ſubſtance, The firm perſuaſion that their ſouls ſhould paſs immedi- 
ately to glory upon their ſeparation from the body ; and that the body ſhould 
riſe again in the reſurreQion at the laſt day, led them to triomph-over the laſt 
enemy, ſaying, O death, where is thy fling O grave, where is thy victory 
Thanks be to GOD, who giveth us the widtory through our LoD Ss CHRIST 7 

The manner of the grent Hddi/on's death, as related by Dr. Yong, * 1s per- 


tinent here. After a!ong and manly, but vain ſtruggle with his ciltemper, - 


* he diſmiſſed his phyfictans, and with them all hopes of jite ; -But with 


© his hopes of life he diſmiſſed not his concetn for the living, bat feat for a 
«© youth nearly related, and finely accompliſhed, yet not above being the bet- 


«ter for good impreſſions from a dying friend: He came; but lite now glim- 
« mering in the ſocket, the dying friend was fileot : After a decent and pro- 


ce per pauſe the youth ſaid, Dear fir ! You ſent for me: I believe, and 1 


* hope, that you have ſome commands; 1 ſhall hold them moſt ſacred ;” 
„% May diſtant ages not only hear, but feel, the reply! Forcibly praſping the 
«« youth's hand, he ſoftly ſaid, ** Te in what peace a chriſtian can die.” He 
e ſpoke with difficulty, and ſoon expired. Through grace divine, how preat 
„ is man ! Through divine mercy, how ſtingleſs death! Who would not thus 
* exprre ?” \ : . oy 
EE the rather choſs td mention the caſe of Mr. Addi/on, becauſe his character 
is fo well eſtabliſhed ift&the learned world; that no deitt will have the effron- 
tery to charge him with either avea#ne/5 @r ignorance, 
| Upon the whole, what fe/ly, my brethren, muſt they be guilty of, who te- 
ject chriſtianity, ſeeing it is of infinite importance in life and death? I now 
paſs to obſerve, ERS | Fn” | ts xi 
3. That he is a foolifh /on, who perſiſts in the gratification of his vicious paſ- 


ons, wgardleſs of the conſequences. The paſſions in their original ſtate were 


pute and regular; but by reaſon of fin, they are tumultuous and vicious ; 


and ſo far as they have influence, lead to ſuch methods of conduct, as are. 


infinitely odious ia the fight of Go», and deſtructive of human happineſs. An 
enumeration of the vices which mankind fondly countenance would produce'a 
long, and ſhocking catalogue. Theſe are commonly ranged, by the vicious 
' themſelves in two claſſes; the fafSionable and the /ordid : Or, the vices of gen- 
"tlemen, and thoſe of the meaner rack, Men of character, as they are called, 
diſdain the low gratifications of the vulgar ; but, alas, purſue methods of in- 
dulgence, no leſs'ariminal than theirs. | _— 985 

I am ſorry to fay it, but it is too natorious to be contradicted, that many 
perſons, whom Goo has exalted in rauk and ſort une, are ſome of the warmeſt 
abetters of the cauſe of z»fige/iry.—1 would be far from throwing out any in- 
diſcriminate reflection; knowing that there are not wanting ſome of the above 


character, who regard the doctrines of Cur1sT, But have we not reaſon to 


believe 


Conjectures on Original Compoſition. 
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believe that the number of ſuch is ſmall, compared with thoſe who treat the 
N and ſelf-denying doQrines of the croſs with contempt ? Now what 


n can riſe higher in its malignity, than unbelief ? He who believeth not GoD 
hath made him a L1iak, Cecauſe he believeth not the record that Gov gave of his 


Jen. Beſides, the examples of ſuch, are more powerful in their influence, 


by how much the more they are exalted in life. 

The folly of this cauſe I have endeavored to expoſe, in ſome preceding re- 
flections; to which may be added, that all attempts to invalidate chriſtianity, 
or to leflen its authority, ſo far as they prevail, are injurious to ſociety, by re- 
moving - thoſe reſtraints which are neceſſarily laid on the vicious paſſions of 
men. We are told in the holy ſcriptures, That the awrath ef Gop is revealed 
From heaven, againſt all ungodlinęſt, and unrighteouſue/s of men. T And in many 
places the fins are mentioned, which expoſe to the wrath of Gop, The Apoſ- 
tle Paul tells us, That the law was—made for the lawle/s and diſobedient, for the 
ungodly and for ſinners, for unholy and prophane, for murderers of fathers, and mure 
derers of mothers, for man: ſlayers, for whoremongers, for them who deſile themſelves 
awith mankind ; for men-ſtealers, for liars, for perjured perſons, and if there be any 
other thing that is contrary to ſound dofrine. } While theſe declarations are re- 
ceived as divine, they tend to curb the paſſions ; or make the guilty tremble 
after their indulgence. But deny their authenticity; and perſuade yourſelves 
that they are the mere inventions of men, intended io keep the vulgar in order, 
and the pleaſing doctrine follows, That Gos made us with theſe paſlions, 
and meant that we ſhould indulge them; elſe why did he implant them ?? 
Thus making no diſtinction between the paſſions in their original, and in their 


preſent ſtate, the reſtraints of conſcience are thrown off, and a door opened to 


live as a bad heart diftates. The prophanation of the name of the infiaite ]e- 
HOVAH, who is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe, is extenuated into a mere 
peccadillo, a very ſmall fault; if not a lawful nſe of language; though it is ex- 
preffly declared, that Go will not hold him guiltleſs, who taketh his name in vain. 
So common is this vice, that the name of Gob is appealed to, or made uſe of 
on the moſt triflng occaſions ; and damnation is often imprecated=vn a friend or 
intimate, with all the air of good humor.—Gamizg however consected with a 
train of evils, is abundantly practiced; for which none have a greater thirſt 
than youth. In the firſt place it may be juſtly ſaid to be an abuſe of time: For 
a prevailing fondneſs for it, often leads to a neglect of buſineſs. Not only ſa, 


but in many inſtances to exceſſive drinking. For it would be a very diy enter- 


tainment indeed for gamſters to have neither bowl nor glaſs. Ard a thouſand 
to one, if theſe are not uſed too freely, Nor aie we without inſtances of ſuch 
as have ſpent their fortunes at a gaming-table, and thereby brought themſelves 


and families into the "a rea ma condition, — When this is the caſe, and 


poverty comes on Jike an araſed man; is there not the utmoſt danger, that the 
methods of diſhoneity will Be fallen upon, to repair a ruined fortune? You can- 
not but have heard of perſons reputably deſcended, and liberally educated, who 
having been ruined by gaming, and other vices, have finally been guilty of for- 


gery, bouſe breaking, or highway robbery; and have made their exit in an infa- 


mous manner. Or who, through the intereſt of their friends, have had their 


lives, upon condition of perpetual baniſhment,—However ſome may ſuecer at 


this 


Jobs v. 10. + Rom. i. 18. 1 1 Tim, i. 9, 10, 5 Exod. xx. 7. 


BOW 


well as the future, has undone multitudes. He then muſt be guilty of the 
higheſt folly, who will run every hazard for the ſake of vicious indulgence, 


Nor will I forbear to mention on this occaſion, that there are many, who 


would have us think they deſpiſe a mean action; or have a miad too great to 
be guilty of one; who, notwithſtanding, by every method of jatrigue, attack 
female chaſtity, and inſamouſly ende vor to proſtitute it to their own vile pur- 


poſes. In what reſpects are ſuch perſons better than he, who ſhould preſent a 


' piſtol to your breaſt and demand your money ? Both are robbers : The one 
afks for your caſh ; and if he obtains it, the loſs may be repaired : The other 
makes an attempt on your honor, my fem ile hearers, aad if it is loſt, cao ne- 
ver be tegained— But the nature of the ſubject forbids m2 to enia ge, leſt [ 
ſhould put that madeſty to the bluth, which is the ornament of both fexes, 
The works of darkneſs dare not appear before the ſun, 

Commun drunkenze/s, lying, contempt of the day, and warſhip of Gop, ihieving, &c. 


are of the number of the vices which finith the character of a f2!i/b ſen, and 


make him a grief to his father, and bitterneſs to her who bare him, The fol- 
ly of which muſt become obvious to all who conſider their coarrariety to Gop, 
and deſtructive tendency with reſpect to men. By theſe iniquities JEnovan is 
offended, his anger thcurred, conſcience wounded, poverty, diſeaſe, reproach, 
and death brought on. Sin, indeed, promiſes pleaſure, but ends in pain: For 
the wager of fin is death. | i | | 

Let us now paſs to ſome reflection on the ſubject. ; 

1. Parents, we ouyht always to bear in mind the important duties which 
we owe ourchiidren. They are part of ourſelves, and ſtand in as intimate and 
dear relation to us. And from that ſtrong affection whieh we have for them, we 


cannot but be intereited in all their conduct; mourn when they mourn, and 


rejoice when they rejoice, They, with us are canditates for immortality. 
Hence while we couſulr their preſent happineſs, we ſhould be ſupremely deb. 
tous of their future felicity. What if they ſhould gain the whole world and 
Jooſe their ſouls 3 what can they give in exchange for their ſouls? Our care 
for their bodies ſhould always be exceeded by a concern for their future well-be- 
ing. And thoſe of us who know what real religion is, will certainly be ſu. 
premely deſirous that they may be ſaved. Nor can we diſcover our affection 
for them in a more proper manner, than by attending to the ſacred exhorta- 
tations, ſuch as Train up a child in the way that he ſhould go, and when he is 


eld he will not depart from it. F Or as St. Paul has it, Ye fathers, provoke not 


your children to wrath : But bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lorp. f It is our indiſpenſible duty to endeavor to lay before them their 
ruin by ſin ; and the only way of ſalvation through JESUS CHRIS - to cau- 
tion them againſt the vices of the day and place in which they live; and to 
Jabor to convince them of the fatal tendency of ſinful gratifications, But we 
ſhould be particularly careful in all cur inſtructions, not to feed that principle 


of /elF dependence, which is natural to the proud beart of fallen man, To ſap 


the very foundation of this temper, it is neceſſary to lay before them the fpi- 

rituality, end extent of the divine law; as reaching to the fins of their hearts, 

and condemning them for a fing/e failure, And on the other hand _— the 

[OR divine 
* Rom, vi. 23. 1 Prov, xxii. 6a f Ephe/. vi. 
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this obſervation, it is indiſputably certain, that vice, 3s to the preſent life, as | 
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divine Insus in bis glory, perſon, Jorg, fulneſs,, and ſufficient redemption. 


Explaining the nature and neceſſity of faith and repentance ; which are ſo en- 
nected in the plan of ſalvation, as that no ſinner Mae I unbelief, can en- 


joy the conſolation that there is in CHrIsT now or finally enter into. the . 
kingdom of heaven, ' And let us accompany family inſtruction, with a life 


and converſation becoming W for example has a powerful influence? 
And follow all with prayer to Goo, that they may be tran ſlated out of dark - 
neſs into marvelous, light. It is is this caſe, as in the public diſpenſation of 
the goſpel ; Goo giveth the increaſe. Nor ſhould religious parents be diſ- 


couraged from a due diſcharge of their duty, by the ſeemiog ſecurity ot inat - 


reation of their children z for Gop can remove the molt deep rooted enmity; 


diſpel the groſſeſt igugcance, and reciaim the moſt abandoned prodigal. When, | 


he aworketh, who ball. Jet it & Animated by this conſideration, we ſhould dili- 
gently attend 10 family zeligion.; the importance of which caonot be called ia 
veltion by any who admit the truth, and jafluence of chciltianity as it e- 
2 the pre ſent life ; and as it opens the moſt glorious proſpects to believers 
beyond the grave. a . : 2229 3 
Lt is probable the preceding remarks flaſh guilty conviction in the fac es of 


unbelieving patents; who may now be ready to ſay, As for us we have only 


been concerned for our children or ourſelves, with reſpect to the preſent life. 
Ha viag contemped the goſpel of CRRIST, and treated it with intire neglect; 
we ha ve only been thoughtful, what we ſhould eat, what we ſhould drink, and 
whetewithal we ſhould be clpathed. „ 


The ſalvation ot our .awn ſou s, or of the ſouls of our children, has been but 
ſeldom thought of. Why ſo, ye neads of families ? Is the prgſent more i mpor- 


tant than the future? Is a ſhort life on earth of mare confſequeace than an eter- 
nity hereafter? No; for it is a dictate of reaſon, that the greater good ſhould 
always be preferred to the / Why then this unreaſonable and wicked con- 


duct? Ye unhappy unbelieving parents, your conduct ariſes from, and is an evi- 


dence of that depravity of heart, which many of you are uawilling to admit. 
Nor need we be at any loſs to prove the total corruption of the human mind, 
uhile we attend to the conduct of men. By their fruit you may know them- 
For he who pou s contempt on CHRIST and his religion, or treats them with, 
indifference, is moſt certainly an enemy in his mind by wicked works to God, 
Glad ſhajl I be, ſhould the ſpirit of truth, faſten a juſt ſenſe of your teal condi- 


tion on your minds; and take of the things of Ixs us, and ſhew them unto you. 


An alteration in temper and conduct, will in conſequence thereof, inſtantly take 


place. Then the world, and all its good things would appear to be but vanity, 


and CHRIST and his religion become the oze thing needful for yourſelves and 
children. | | 7 _ | 

2. Theſe parents, whoſe children behave with duty and affection towards 
them, and who are in many reſpects. their comfort, will permit me to congratu- 


late them on ſo great a blefling. If a fooliſb ſon d a grief to hir father, and bit 


terne/s to her who bare him; how great a pleaſure muſt reſult fram children, of an 
appoſite character. Such youth there are, who entertain the tendereſt regards, 


for their parents ; fee} for them in every difficulty, and yield the moſt chearful 


obedience to every juſt command. Who carefully ſtudy their patents caſe and 
intereſt ; and ſhun thoſe things, which they apprehend will oceaſion grief. How, 
WA „5 | commendable 
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| commendable is the conduct of ſuch; and how happy the parents who are in ſuch 


a caſe. But what an unſpeakable addition muſt it be to the godly parents hap- 
pineſs, to have reaſon to think that their children are really acquainted with 
JzsuUs Cnr1sT, and his divine religion. This is a bleſſing inexpreſſibly great; 
and when rightly viewed, fills the parents'hearts with humility and gratitude. 
Now no fears of a future, endleſs ſeparation rack their minds; but they dwell 
together as in the fear of GoD, and rejoice in hope of eternal bleſſedneſs. Knit 
by the ties of tat and religion, they become one, in a moſt intimate ſenſe; and 


mutually contribute to each others felicity. Happy patents, and happy chil- 


dren, when both can rejoice in Gop their Savior. | 
Alas, ſays ſome aged father, or almoſt broken hearted mother; this is not 
my caſe. Mine is a Hboliſb ſor, and has been a grief to me all my days. He is 
a prodigal—profane—diſobedient—determined to gratify his !paſſions, come 
what may. May the Lox p ſupport you under this heavy trial ; and in his own 
time make the prodigal return. All things are poſſible with Goo. | 
5. It may be that ſome ſuch prodigal is here today. If ſo, I hope conſcience 
has been awake, and engaged to point you out, as Nathan did David ; Thou art 
the man. You trample on the moſt delicate, and ſincere affection, —you violate 
the. moſt. folemn obligations—you are guilty of the baſeſtingratitude to your 
parents—you deſpiſe the ſacred declarations of the Gop who made you - you 
contemn.the Lok of life and glory, and are ruſhing on in the greateſt haſte to 
final, and everlaſting deſtruction.— The way in which you are, may ſeem right 
19 your carnal minds, but the end thereof will be the ways of death.. Sin has 


undone many: A late melancholy inſtance is yet freſti in view. On Thur/aay - 


Jaſt many of you were ſpectators of the ſhameful death of a youth in all his bloom 
and vigor. Would to Gop, that his awful end might prove a uſeful warning 
to the ſons of vice (— He ſeldom thought, while purſuing his baſe conduct, 
what would be the iſſue ; and when he did, the devil and his Juſts prevailed 


_ againſt every remonſtrance of conſcience, He has deſcended to the grave with 
ignominy, and was at laſt obliged to ſay, What fruit have I of thoſe things, 


ewhereef I am now aſhamed? May others ſee; and fear, and do no more ſo wickedly. 

4. Such awful inftances, among other important confideratiohs, may tend to 
calm the minds of parents, and check their immoderate ſorrow, when the LORD 
is pleaſed to take away their children in infancy. Had their lives been ſpared, 
who can tell what methods of conduct they would have choſen, or what end they 
would have made ? They might have ated the part of fooliſh children, and 
have broupht their parents to the grave in ſorrow. If the Lok p has ſeen it 
beſt to remove them, we may be ſatisfied, that his way is perfect; and that all 


conduct is ordered by infinite wiſdem. Beſides, they are taken from the evil 


to come. 1 2 . 

Here I ſhould have finiſhed the diſcourſe ; but having been warmly ſolicited 
by a number of my friends, after the execution of the unhappy youth, to ſatisfy 
them and others reſpecting the ſtate of the priſoner's mind, as it appeared to 
me, during his confinement ; and to give them ſome account of the converſation 
which we had together, as we walked from the priſon to the gallows ; I con- 
ſented. to add the following account of the matter ; in which, as far as I can 


truſt my memory, I have truly repreſented it, and made uſe of the priſoner's o n 


expreſſions ; which I have diſtinguiſhed by ſingle commas. Af 
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After his condemnation, there was a remarkable concern for him on the 


minds of many of the children of Goo, both miniſters and private chriſtians ;z - 
who ſeemed to be favored with an uncommon ſpirit of prayer for his ſal- 
vation. Many ſupplications aſcended to the Gop and Father of our Load 

Jesus CapisT from day to day for poor Ames, that he might be a monument 
of ſovereign mercy, and die in faith. Nor was this the only way in which 


they diſcovered their real regards for him: He was viſited, by my fathers and 
brethren in the miniſtry, of both town and country ; and by many private 
chriſtians of different denominations. Kindneſſes were ſhewn him from vari- 
ans quarters; nokwas he inſenſible of the obligations ke was under to his be- 
nefactors. — ; | : 


Having received a meſſage from him acquaiating me that he deſired a viſit; 
I went to ſee him; and found him ſeemingly ſtupid, with but little to ſay. 
Nor did he appear to me to be ſo affected with his condition as a condemned ma- 


lefactor, as one would reaſonably have expected. This was the ſtate of his, 
mind the fit viſits I made him. I endeavoured to lay before him in as plain 
a manner as poſſible, the nature of the divine law, under which he was as a 
man; and to the curſe of which he ſtood moſt juſtly expoſed for his tranſ- 
greſſions: Knowing, that by the Jaw is the knowledge of fin. He owned that 
he was a great ſinner, . and deſerved to be caſt off; but did not appear to have 


any proper views of his ſinful nature and life. —Some days after, his conſcience 


ſeemed to be in ſome meaſure alarmed ; and he diſcovered unuſual uneaſineſs. 
And aſſured me, that he did not know what to do, I have lived ſuch a life, 


* that { can have no hope from that, that God will have mercy on me. And, 
* my time is ſo ſhort, that I can do no good works to go to heaven by.“ Thus 


he was perplexed ; not knowing by what method Gop could ſave him. An 


attempt was made to open the'goſpel to him; or the way of ſalvation through 


the complete redemption of CyHrIsT : And he was directed to the holy ſerip- 
tares, as containing the whole will of Gop, reſpecting both the ruin and re- 


covery ; the law and goſpel-———But omitting much that paſſed, I would ob- 


ſerve, that ata certain time I found him in keen diſtreſs from a ſenſe of his 
ſinful condition; when he declared that he ſaw himſelf, yes, ſaid he, I feel 
that I am loſt ! I ſometimes think that I am given over to deſtruct ion, and 


* that there is no mercy for me: I am undone in ſoul and body. If I go to 


* the place of execution as I am now, they muft drag me like a bullock to the 
« laughter. Oh, muſt I die ſo! I am like a man that made a great fire, and 
then run right into it ! So I have done, I have run from Gop, and muſt be 


damned, if Gop won't have mercy on me! May I not have a little longer 


* time than is now fixed ?? At this time he appeared to have very clear views. 
of the juſtice of God in condemning him, ſhould that be the caſe. * I ſee,? 
ſaid he, that if Gop could damn me a thouſand times, he would be juſt— 
never did any thing but fin againſt him.“ Thus I left him, confident that 


neither men or angels could help him; and that Gop would have mercy on 
whom he would have mercy. . | „ 

In this diſtreſſed ſtate of mind he continued until Friday Evening the 8th of 
October; when, according to his own account of the matter, he was unexpec- 


tedly relieved, in good meaſure, from his guilty fears, by Exe. xxxvi. 26, 27. 
4 new heart will I give you, and a new ſpirit will ] put within you, and I will 
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tate away the flony heart but of your fieſs, and 1 will give you an heart of fieſs, &. 


Upon heating that the priſoner appeared eaſy in his mind I called to fee him; 
being deſirous to know what was the occaſion;of it; and not without fears, leſt 
he ſhould compaſs himſelf with ſparks of his own kiadling; - Upon'ceoverſing 
with him, he ſaid, © I feel my mind peaceable ; ſuch a peace as I never knew 


any thing of in my life before. I was turniog over alittle book which 
© was put into my hands, and caſt my eye on theſe words, A new heart will 7 
© give you, &c. It ſtruck me—it came as if it was a promiſe to me. I wanted , 


© this zew heart: For my heart was bad, bad indeed. This was Gop's pro- 


© miſe. I knew that Gop could not lie; and there fore if I would not be- 


© lieve this, I would believe nothing. I was now ſure that Gop could give 
me a new heart—Oh, that is what I molt wanted. And I could not get 
it, but Gop hath let me ſee that he gives it.” He ſaid ſeveral things about 
the grace of Gop in giving a new heart, a right ſpitit, &c. and particularly 


diſcovered the view he had of the enmity of his own heart againſt God, in the 


following ſentence, © I now ſee that I have ſinned againſt Gop all my life, with 
as much enuy as ever I killed a ſnake ; which I always had the greateſt ha- 
© tred to. He at this time ſpoke of his former contempt of the goſpel with 


evident ſorrow ; and expreſſed his gratitude to all thofe, who had viſited him, 


with a view of making him acquainted with the way of ſalvation through 
CHRIST. This, ſaid he, © I never knew any thing of before, though I have 
* always lived in this land where the goſpel is. — From the time mentioned 
above, until his death, he had much to ſay about the words of the Apoſtie Zohbrn, 
The blood of CyR18T cleanjerh from all fin. This ſcemed to dwell in his mind; 
and on this truth he aſſured me, he reited ail his hopes, or his ſoul, guilty 
as It was, 8 


The Saturduy morning before his death, I was with him: When he was 


brought into the room I obſerved chat his countenance avpeared ſerene ; ta- 
ther plcaſant. I aſked him how he did as to the ſtate oi his mind.: His an- 
fwer was, as near as I can recollectt—* Comfortable ; I ant to be with 
* Chyr1sT : He is plorious, and I am finful,” | 

The afcernoon before his execution, I found him much terrified with the 


| proſpe&t of the manner of his death: He trembled and thus expreſſed him- 


lelf; I think I ſee mylelf hanging up before the people. But this fear ſoon 


' ſublided 3 and at his own deſire, he had three chriftian friends to ſpend the 
night with him; by whom 1 have been informed of his behavior through the 


night; and the manner in which they employed their iiwe. 
When they went into his room he had the bible in his hand ; and being 
aſked how he was, he ſaid * 1 am eaſy,” and began to read the third chapter of 


John; and when he came to the words of CHRIS T concerning the zew birth, 


he ſtopped and, tefiified, that he had reaſon to think, that Gop had given him 
to know by experience what he was. Said ſeveral things reſpecting his view 


of the excellegcy of Gop, and the evil of fin; and thought as far as he knew 


his heart, that he did love Gop for his own worthineſs ; and hate fin becauſe 
contraty to Gop, And aſſured the company that he hated his own evil 
thouphts, and wanted to be freed from all ſin. Crying out at times, If I am 
not tight, 1 hope Gop will put me right.“ I fee, ſaid he, that if I could 


abe admitted into heaven with this body of ſin, I could not be happy, I 
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know I muſt be like God ; I muſt be holy. He ſlept none all night, and ar 


times uſed the following expreſſions— O what ſhould I do, if it was not for 
Js us Cyr1sT—wonderful, wonderful goodneſs and love of Gop ! How have 
We ſinned againſt him!“ The company prayed with him alternately ; and he, 
at their deſire, prayed alſo : In his addreſs te Gov, he appeared ſenſible of his 
unſpeakable guilt, and affected with the wonderful way of ſalvation by CHRIST : 
Arid earneſtly begged that the Logp would be with him in his laſt hours : 
Nor did he forget to pray for his friends, and his enemies. In the m&/ning he 
declared that he had a pleafant night, appeared reſigned, and bid his frieads 
farewel with calmneſs, never expecting to ſee them on earth again. 
At. q o'clock that morning (which was the day of his execution) at his requeſt, 

J viſited him. Found him ſolemn and compoſed, conſidering the circumſtances 
in which he was; and had much converſation with him, in the preſence of four 
or five perſons of ſerious character. His views of himſelf, and of redemption by 
Cur1sT, were the ſame as are mentioned before; therefore it is needleſs to 
repeat them. At this time, he more than once ſaid, © I hope I am right, and 
«ſhall not deceive myſelf : On CHRIST alone I reft ; if I periſh, I will periſh 
at his feet.“ | 

But I come now to the converſation that I had with him, as we walked in 
ſolemn pace to the place of death. f 


About 2 o'clock he came out of the priſon yard, attended with all the awful 
formalities of execution; his arms pinioned, and the halter about his neck, fol- 
lowing the cart in which were his coffia and the ladder. Gladly would I have 
been excuſed from this painful office; but the youth's importunity, and a ſenſe 
of duty, forbid me to decline it. I therefore ſtepped up to him, and thus ad- 
dreſſed him, Ames, how do you feel under your preſent circumſtances ? The an- 
ſwer was not a little ſurprizing.— I feel compoſed, —| am not afraid—yhat * 
+ can make me feel ſo; could it be I had not a good hope?“ This naturally led 
me to enter upon a familiar confideration of the nature of a good hope. Such as 
that hope is the expectation of enjoying a certain good at a future period—that 


à good hope of eternal life, or happineſs hereafter is a gift of Gop—that it has 


for its foundation, the righteouſneſs of CyrRisT—that the man who has a good 


hope has been made ſenſible of his guilt and helpleſsneſs ; and from a view of 
Cusls r as the ground of his hope, has been enabled to fly to him, and caſt 


himſelf upon him, expecting the bleſſing hoped for wholly as a free gift; he 
being unworthy, and having nothing to bring as a price in his hand. —Farther, 
that where this divine hope is, there will be ſuch gracious exerciſes of mind, as 
theſe, —Hatred of ſin, fin of heart and liſe, Ro of of its oppoſition to Goo 
a prevailing deſire to be petfectly free from all fin, and like to Gop. With 
much to the ſame purpoſe, &c. He liſtened with a ſolemn attention; and when 


1 had done, he ſaid—* I know that there is no other ſalvation, but CHRIST ; 


* on him I reit my ſoul; and think 1 can ſay, I a fed bu 6 Go p hates it; 


'© and do long to be made hol) — f ſee that if I had ſinned but once; and could 


live a thouſand years, and pray and read all that time, I could not make amends 
for that one ſin I can have no hope but CHRIS T—If ever J enter into heaven 
vit will be by the free grace of Gob. It can only be by the mercy of Goo 
* becauſe I never did a good thing in all my life : I have done nothing but ſin 
* againſt Gop,” 1 83 : | +1 
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your arm, and thought then that you ſhould die there, if you did not leave off 
ſtealing ? O yes I did. True, true. But is there not yet hope for ſuch a 


2 e ſinner ? Is not the blood of Calis r ſufficient to cleanſe me from all fin? On 
; © that I truſ,” Several times by the way he affectionately uſed the words of. 


David, in a ihort prayer to the Lord ; Search me, O Gon, and know my heart; 
rry me and knoww my thoughts ; and ſee what wicked way is in me, and lead me in 
the way everlaſfiing ! | alſo obſerved him breathe out his ſoul to Gop, as we 
walked, in theſe words—* O Lok D make me holy.“ | 


I aſked him how his pa /ife appeared to him—To which he ſaid, © Bad, bad 
© beyond all account—my ſins frighten me, they are ſo many and grea'. But 


ſtill he reſted on that ſacred declaration, the blood of Car ISH cleanſeth from all jin. 


Hle aſked ſeveral queſtions about the way of acceſs to God the Father through 
CHRIST ; and concerning the diſtinction between the Father and the Son. 


Alſo whether I thought that the ſouls of the wicked at death, would appear before 
Gov, to receive the ſentence of condemnation ? Or, whether they would imme- 
diately paſs to hell, and wait their doom at the day of judgment? To all 
which I anſwered him. The queltions were aſked, and the anſwers attended 
to with an aſtoniſhing compoſure. ; | ＋ K 2 


3 _ He mentioned with aſtoniſhment the horrors of conſcience he had been onder To 
gadt a certain time while in priſon; and expreſſed his wonder at God's goodneſs 


to him, and his gratitude alſo that he now enjoyed ſuch an agreeable compoſure 
of mind : And would aſk, How can it be? I hope I am not deceived !* 


By this time we came in fight of the gallows ; I deſignedly took no notice 


of it, but watched the priſoner to ſee how he would behave, expecting that the 
ſight of it would give him a ſhock. But he looked up, and ſaid—* There is the 
© pallows ; and I ſhall ſoon know, dear Sir, more than you.“ I aſked him how 
his mind was at the near approach of diſſolution—* I feel compoſed,” ſaid he. 
We were now hindred from converſing by the preſſing of the multitude, who 


| were all deſirous to be as near the pritoner as poſſidle. Upon coming under 


the gallows, he was ordered to get into the cart and to ſtand up while the war- 
rant for his execution was read: After which he ſat down on his coffin, and [ 


aſked him, as the ſolemn period was at hand, when he would launch into eter- 
+. pity, how things appeared to him. As for his heart and life, he declared, ſha- 


king his head at the ſame time, that they were bad; dreadful bad: That he 


© © could have no hope, if it was not for JxsUs CHRIST: But that he thought 
* © there was infinite ſafety in him.“ | x _ 


I aſked him whether he was ſenſible of this truth reſpecting ChRIS T ; and 
whether he had reaſon to think he could truſt his guilty ſoul on him. He an- 
1wered, O, yes, there is no other way; where elſe can I hope. I want no 
other hope—zhe bJood of Calis cleanſeth, &c,—O, that I may be right'— 
I then prayed with him, and after prayer took an affectionate leave of him: At 
parting, he aſſured me that his mind remained in the ſame ſtate. I then retired 


a few ſteps from him, leaving him to the exerciſe of his own thoughts. He 
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ile diſcovered no anxiety about his body, or the death he was to die, all the 
way to the gallows, except once; which I think' was occaſioned by the falling 
0 15 om under his arm. He catched it up and ſaid, © Did 
Ill ever think that I ſhould have ſuch a thing about my neck? To which I 
* replied, Ames, how could you expect any thing elſe from your manner of life ? 
Did yeu not tell me, that you once paſſed the gallows with ſtolen goods under 
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laid his head on his coffin for ſome time, then kneeled down by it, and prayed + _* 
ſoftly. - But it now being within 15 minutes of the time fixed for his execution, 
he was ordered to ſtand upon his coffin : He obeyed at once. Being now tied -. 
up, and waiting the laſt minute, he addreſſed the people io a few words, Look © 
« at me, a fight enough to melt .a heart of ſtone ; 1 am going to die for my 
« wickedneſs : But the death ] am to die, is nothing compared with the death of 
 * 1zsus ChyrisT on the croſs, for they pierced his hands and his fide with aa 
'* ſpear. O take warning by me—If — were my own brethren, near to me a 


my own ſoul, I could only tell you to beware of ſtealing, ſwearing,drinking,” &c. 


He aſked how long he had to live; and being told—He addreſſed himſelf in 
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ſolemn prayer to Gp: Among other expreſſions 1 recollect the following. _ 


Lon p have mercy on me the worſt of ſinners. I cas only ſtand at a diſtance, 


© and ſay Gop be merciful to me a finger, —Logp it is better to truſt in these 


than tc put confidence in man: It is better to truſt in thee, than io put con- 
« fidence in princes. If I periſh, Logo Jesvs, I will periſh at thy feet; but 
© the blood of Jesus CHRIST cleanſeth from all fin.” There were many other 
expreſſions which he uſed in this laſt addreſs to Gop, that appeared to me really 
ſuitable to his caſe. He again aſked how long he had to live, and was anſwer- 
ed 5, minutes. —He deſired to know when the time was out; and locking wiſh- 
fully at the ſun, he ſaid—* That ſun is almoſt down, but before it ſets, I ſhalt 
be in eternity, where I never was.“ And pulling the cap over his eyes again, 
he cried out, LORD IESus into thy band: I commend my ſpirit ; as he finiſhed this 


ſentence he was turned off; and died with great eaſe. 


I have only now to add, That both before, and ſince the execution of the 


' unhappy youth, | made enquiry reſpecting his latter conduct; and have been 


informed more than once, by the family, who daily obſerved him, that they ne- 


ver ſaw ſo great an alteration for the better in the temper and condeR of any 
man, in ſo ſhort a time, as in this youth.— And as far as he had opportunity, he 


diſcovered a readineſs to forgive, and to do a kindneſs for his worſt enemy, 


Thus he ſaid he could chearfully, and heartily forgive the perſon, who, he de- 


clared, had ſworn falſely againſt him on his trial, relative to his n entring 
the houſe of Mr. Bicker. Nor did he only forgive him, but when any of the 
neighbors ſent him victuals, he ſaid, I can't eat it; carry it to 4——, he 
wants it. This was an evidence of a chriſtian temper. , ous the whole, I 
cannot but think that he died a Penitent Th FI, 


8 
Thus I have, at the warm ſolicitations * of my friends, given an ac- 


count of the exerciſe of mind of the late Levi Ames, They who, with the Au- 


thor, think that he died in the faith, will admire this diſplay of divine grace ; 
and carefully aſcribe all the glory to Gop ; knowing, that it is Gop who 
worketh in usto quill and to do of his o good pleaſure. 

It is prabable the Author may have ſubjected himſelf to ſome uokind re- 


flect ions, for taking ſo much notice of a profligate youth, who made his exit on 
a pallows, But as an Evangeliſt has mentioned one penitent thief, he expects 


your indulgence, in the preceding narrative of another.—The moſt that caa be 


ſaid perhaps in this matter is, that the Author has made a charitable miſtake ; 


this ſurely will be no great crime: Beſides, charity ſhall cover the multi- 
tude of faults. i: W 8 
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